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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Speech of Joseph Holt, Delivered at a Democratic
Meeting Held at the Court House, in the City of Louisville, on the Evening of the 19th of October, 1852 AFer a few
introductory remarks, Mr. Holt continued as follows: Fellow Citizens: In the observations, necessarily somewhat
desultory, which I may have the honor of submitting to your consideration to-night, it will be my endeavor to
confine myself to a discussion of what I conceive to be the true issues which have been for years, and I verily
believe are still pending between the two great poUtical parties discarding all personalities, as unworthy of
entering into the controversy. And to such of our Whig friends as have paid us the compliment of being present
on this occasion, I would say, in all frankness, that whatever of criticism or of denunciation may escape me,
must find its interpretation in reference to principles, not men. To the Whigs, as a party, I unhesitatingly accord
integrity and patriotism nothing doubting but that they cherish their principles as sincerely as do I my
convictions of the disastrous consequences to which those principles, if pursued, must ultimately lead. At the
threshold, I must be permitted to say which I do in no unkind or invidious spirit that the Whigs have sought (and
it is to be feared, but too successfully) to make the present canvass for the presidency, strictly personal in its
character thus concealing from the public eye, the real principles which are boimd up with it, and which must
abide its results. Hence their orators, so far at least as they have fallen under my notice, generally begin their
speeches...
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