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Subject: Automobiles -- United States -- Fuel consumption. Excerpt: . . . Chapter I - Executive Summary 7gines.
The regulatory pressure results illustrate smaller vehicles can substantially increase fleet fuel economy. For
example, in the 1990 U. S. new one example of a set of scenarios that may be viewed by some as a middle-of-
the-road strate-car fleet, had consumers purchased only the gy, although it does assume a rollback in vehicle
dozen most fuel e>icient models in each weight class, and shiFed their purchases toward lighter size and
performance to 1990 levels in defiance of weight classes so that average weight was reduced current upward
trends, and technology additions that will not be cost-effective at expected gasoline by 6. 2 percent, the fleet fuel
economy would have prices. OTA does not, however, believe that improved from 27. 8 to 33. 2 mpg, a 20
percent improvement. About two-thirds of fuel economy there is any best fuel economy strategy. improvement
would have been due to consumers As illustrated by these scenarios, we find nei-selecting the more e>icient
vehicles in each ther extreme of fuel economy potential de-weight class, with the remainder due to the actual
ttle change scribed - li or 45 mpg plus by shiF in weight class market shares. The cost of 2000-credible for that
timeframe. Our analysis the improvement ( in terms of loss of consumer shows that the application of multiple
existing attributes ) would have been a 7-percent decrease technologies can increase...
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