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Wade, of Ohio, in the House of Representatives, May 27, 1854 The House being in the Committee of the Whole on
the state of the Union - Mr. Wade said: Mr. Chairman: The bill under consideration has given rise to much
discussion, in which certain Southern gentlemen, particularly the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Preston, ] and
the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Phillips, ] have kindly volunteered to advise the few Independent Democrats
in Congress that no Abolitionist had yet been so fortunate as to be entitled to the rank of statesman. This bill |
suppose, must be considered as owing its paternity and nursing, to gentlemen now in Congress, who, if their
own claims shall be allowed, will of course be installed as statesmen. Well sir, this bit of modern statesmanship,
proposes to set aside the whole course of territorial legislation practiced for sixty years - from the very
organization of the Government - legislation devised by the framers of the Constitution, the very fathers of the
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members of the Union; and in the working of which territorial system, | boldly defy these reckless innovators, to
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been nurtured and reared to political manhood, six free States, in which a degree of prosperity, happiness, and
progress, has been realized without a parallel in the history of the human race, is...
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