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At the end of February, 1720, the Spaniards from Havana
delivered their long delayed attack upon the Bahama Islands.
But when they appeared off New Providence, they found
Governor Woodes Rogers and H.M.S. Flamborough ready to
receive them. They made several attempts to land, but were
repulsed. However, they were expected to return shortly in
greater force, and in response to an appeal for assistance from
Rogers, Commodore Vernon sailed from Jamaica with H.M.S.
Mary and Ludlow Castle, intending to cruise off Havana and
prevent the Spanish ships from coming out. He refused to go to
Nassau on the grounds that there there s no water for me.
Rogers, undaunted and scenting a prize, informed the
Commodore that, if he could block up the enemy, he would
bring some men and kships from the Bahamas, and join in an
attach upon Havana (35, 47, 47 i-iv). It had been expected that
the Spanish armadilia...
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