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Son, William Alexander Percy, desire to reminisce arises not so much | think from the number of years you may
happen to have ac cumulated as from the number of those who meant most to you in life who have gone on
the long journey. They were the bulwarks, the bright spires, the strong places. When they have gone, you are a
little tired, you rest on your oars, you say to yourself There are no witnesses to my fine little fury, my minute
heroic efforts. It is better to remember, to be sure of the good that was, rather than of the evil that is, to watch
the spread and pattern of the game that is past rather than engage feebly in the present play. It was a stout
world thus far, peopled with all man ner of gracious and kindly and noble personagesthese seem rather a
pygmy tribe After a while, particularly if you have cut no very splendid figure in the show, indul gence in this
sort of communing becomes a very With some addicts it takes the form of dreaming silently the best way, | fear
and these are mostly women with others, of conversation, and these are mostly old men very tiresome unless
you are one too but the most aban doned of the whole lot insist they must write it all down, and of them am |.
So while the world | know is crashing O to bits, and what with the noise and the cryings-out no man could hear
a trumpet blast, much less an idle eve ning reverie y | will indulge a heart beginning to be fret ful by repeating
to it the stories...
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