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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1878 edition. Excerpt: . this place, and desiring, in deep humility, to lead aright the
thoughts of men and women of open minds and loving hearts, --1 will ask you to glance a little closer with me at
God s ways with man. Not in idle speculation, not in the interests of any dogma, but because, a few years hence,
death stares every one of us in the face, and because the faith in the future may beneficently influence our work
in the present--let us, for a few moments, glance at what men are, and at what we may hope in the future for
them and for ourselves. 3. There are, in the main, three classes of men: there are the saints; there are the
reprobates; there is that vast intermediate class lying between yet shading off by infinite gradations from these
two extremes.1 I. Of the saints, my brethren, | shall not speak; their promise is sealed; their lot is sure. Beautiful,
holy souls, into whom, in all ages, entering, the Spirit of God hath made them friends of God and prophets,2
these are the joy of heaven--they are the salt of earth. We, every one of us, are better for them, as the dull clods
of the earth are better for the snowy hills whence the rivers flow; as the stagnant air of earth is better for the
pure winds which scatter the pestilence. Oh, what would the world be--what would England be--what would
this...
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