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Excerpt: . . . independent family that has the capacity and the ability to have a good, paying job. Federal and
State welfare programs should recognize this fact by helping and encouraging Americans to build and
maintain healthy and independent families. We can do better. The first step was excellent. The next step can be
even better. (Testimony before the Senate Finance Committee) The Committee bill: Increases the work
participation rate for States 5 each year, from 50 in 2004 to 70 in 2008. Eliminates the caseload reduction credit,
which has erased most states obligation to ensure that any TANF recipient is engaged in work, and replaces it
with an employment credit which emphasizes good jobs. Caps the credit so that states have a real participation
rate. The value of the credit is phased down so that in fiscal year 2008, all states must have a real work
participation rate of 50. Increases the minimum threshold for participation in core work activities from 20 to 24
hours. Increases the standard weekly average number of hours from 30 for a parent with a child six and over.
Adopts a tiered approach assigning partial and extra credit for hours below and above the standard hour of 34.
Increases the standard weekly average of hours from 20 for a parent with a child under six. Adopts a tiered
approach, assigning partial credit for hours below the standard hour of 24 and extra credit for hours above 34.
Ensures that every family has a plan for achieving self-sufficiency. States must prepare a plan for every family
receiving assistance and in most cases that plan should...
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