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policy and its results must enter largely into the history of Maryland. Its success must mainly depend upon the
ability and skill of the emigrants to found such a nation as will accomplish the end in view: and this in its turn
depends on the oft mooted question as to the comparative intellect of the two races, the white and the
coloured. To decide this, facts are important; and not one more conclusive exists than the abilities and
character of Benjamin Banneker. Whether, therefore, as a matter of mere curiosity only, or as a fact from
which important inferences for present action are to be drawn, a memoir of the individual in question should
possess interest for our association. Benjamin Banneker was born in Baltimore County, near the village of
Eilicotts Mills, in the year 1732. His father was a native African, and his mother the child of natives of Africa; so
that to no admixture of the blood of the white man was he indebted for his peculiar and extraordinary abilities.
His father was a slave when he married; but his wife, who was a free woman and possessed of great energy and
industry, very soon afterwards purchased his freedom. Banneker s mother was named Morton before her
marriage, and belonged to a family remarkable for its intelligence. When upwards of 70, she was still very
active; and it is remembered of her, that at this advanced age she made nothing of catching her chickens when
wanted by running them down. A nephew of her s, Greenbury Morion, was a person of some note,
notwithstanding his complexion....
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