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can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1905 Excerpt: .so causing a freer emptying of the venous radicles, capillaries and arterioles of the
part. The quantity of blood that can be lost without jeopardy to life probably varies somewhat in different
animals. Fredericq found that in dogs recovery easily occurred after a loss of blood amounting to 2 or 3 per
cent. of the body-weight, whereas the loss of 4.5 per cent., or more than one-half the total bulk of the blood in
the body, was usually followed by death. While, for obvious reasons, it is not definitely known to how great an
extent the human being can lose blood and still recover, the estimate of 3 per cent. of the body-weight may be
considered as approximately correct, although probably a greater amount of blood can be spared when
transfusion or saline infusion is practised. Removal of Poisons Uremia.--The best example of systemic poisoning
in which bleeding may be indicated is uremia. While it would seem that a comparatively small amount of
poison could be removed with the blood obtained by venesection, there is no other way by which we can hope
so promptly to diminish, at least to some extent, the quantity of the poison circulating in the body. When the
dose of poison is overwhelming, the quantity removed with the blood obtained by venesection is, of course, not
large in proportion to that remaining behind; nevertheless, it is to be borne in mind that, ordinarily, a case of
marked uremia is seen...
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