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Vessels and Stations This handbook has been prepared for the benefit of oDicers and employees of the
Lighthouse Service, whose duty on vessels and at remote stations may render it diDicult at times for them to
obtain necessary medical assistance or advice. In all cases of serious sickness or injury, however, medical
attendance should be obtained as soon as practicable. Written directions must very imperfectly supply the
place of the physician and surgeon. With a medicine chest and handbook it is not possible to provide for and
explain to persons who have not had a medical education the treatment of more than a few of the commoner
diseases. Medicine chests, equipped with the list of articles given herein, will be supplied to the vessels and
remote stations, as approved. Such chests must be kept accessible, frequently inspected, and fully equipped.
The dates when obtained must appear on all medicines and packages, and they must be renewed when no
longer serviceable, according to the length of time stated in the list of medicines and articles. Sick or disabled
persons employed on vessels of the Lighthouse Service will be admitted without charge to relief stations of the
United States Public Health Service upon application of their respective commanding oDicers. This handbook is
a revision for the use of the Lighthouse Service of the Medical Handbook, 1912, revised by W. J. Pettus, Assistant
Surgeon General, from the Handbook for the Ship s Medicine Chest, prepared by George W. Stoner, surgeon,
United States Public Health Service, by direction of the Surgeon General of that service. About the Publisher
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